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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as indicated hereafter. 



C MMS ' 



(Currently Amended) A method for communications in connection with a 
ccjjjupulfcr-based notification system, comprising the steps of : 

nitiating a notification communication to a personal communications device associated 
wjfthaj arty; 

•eceiving a resjponse communication from the party's personal communications device, 
ndicating that the party has received the notification communication and is now occupied 
w|h a t isk associated with the notification communication; and 

refraining from sending any further notification communications to the party's personal 
' dev ice, until detection of one or more events that indicate that the party is no 
• dccupied with the task and can perform another task associated with another notification 



cd nmu li cations i 



Ioj ger 



lea t arrival 



sen ling 
de\ ces. 
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co|pmuj|tication* 

(Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more events comprises at 
le^t receipt of a second communication from the party's personal communications device. 

(Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more events comprises at 
leajt expiration of a predefined time period 



(Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more events comprises at 
or departure of a mobile tiling at or from a location, respectively. 



5 (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of refraining from 
] unification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of initiating the notification 
c|mminication is performed when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 
1( catioi. 



c mpu 



s 1 s 



7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the steps are performed with a single 
er system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
temjhaving a distributed architecture. 



ci rapu 



di vice* 



8. (Currently Amended) A method for communications in connection with a 
er-based notification system, comprising the steps of : 

storing contadt data in memory pertaining to one or more party personal communications 



initiating a first notification communication to a personal communications device 

r 

a#ociafced with a party based upon the contact data : 

receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications device; 
changing the contact data based upon the response communication: 




refraining from sending notification communications to the party's personal 
v lications device based unon the change in the contact data after receiving tho response 
u licati efl; and 



PAGE7/28*RCVDA' 



nitiating a second notification communication to the party's personal communications 
de rice, ane or more other personal communications devices, or both, after detection of 
oc§urre|ice of one or more events. 

(Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the one or more events comprises at 
2e^t re<|eipt of a second communication from the party's personal communications device. 

0. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the one or more events comprises at 
letj|t exf iration of a predefined time period. 
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1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the one or more events comprises 
presence, or departure of a mobile thing with respect to a location. 



12. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the one or more events comprises 
a machine readable code on an object. 



s< armu g 



13. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the one or more events cornprise$ 
a<|uati|n of a manually or automatically actuated switch that is associated with a mobile thing. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 8, fhrther comprising the step of refraining from 
st idinj notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
d^ices , 

1 5 . (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the step of initiating a fi rst notification 
cdjnmu lication is performed when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 
lo atiox , 



d npu 
y tern 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the steps are performed with a single 
put ?r system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
; laving a distributed architecture. 



(Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: 
\ tiorritoring travel data associated with a mobile thing; 

1 erforming the step of initiating the first notification communication based upon the 
relfltionj hip of a mobile thing to a location; and 

1 ^forming the step of initiating the second notification communication based upon the 
relfjtionsfhip of the mobile thing or another mobile thing to the location or another location. 
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1 8, (Currently Amended) A method for communications in connection with a 
cdjnputfer-based notification system and a personal communications device associated with a 
p£ ty, c )mprising the steps of : 

■eceiving a notification communication with the personal communications device 
as|ociai sd with the party from the notification system; 

communicating a response communication from the party's personal communications 
ndicating that the party has received the notification communication and is now 
upie 1 with a task associated with the notification communication; and 

musing the notification system to refrain from sending any further notification 
coftimui ucations to the party's personal communications device, until detection of one or more 
ev mts, ndicating that the party is no longer occupied with the task and can perform another task 
as aciat td with another notification communication. 



de dee, 
oc 



co] imui ications device* 



coflimu ucation 



col im 
pei ion 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 18, wherein the response 
is generated by a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal 



(Cuirenttly Amended) The method of claim 18, wherein the response 
is generated by physically detecting the presence of the party associated with the 
ionaljcommunications device. 



ur ication i 
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2L (Currently Amended) A method for communications in connection with a 
c<J|mpui er-based notification system, comprising the steps of ; 

storing contact data in memory pertaining to one or more party personal communications 



<M vices ; 



initiating a notification communication to a personal communications device associated 
wth a party based upon the contact data : 

receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications device; 
changing the contact data based upon the response commmunication: and 



u| m 
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modifying a manner in which future notification communications are implemented, based 
tb g change in the contact data r e spon d 



re raini lg 



de Wee 



12. (Original) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein the step of modifying comprises 
from sending notification communications to the party's personal communications 
i fter receiving the response communication, until detection of one or more events. 



lei st 



mi bile 



de 



ices 



loc ition. 



53. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the one or more events comprises at 
: on 5 or more of the following: receipt of a second communication from the party's personal 
cojriniu rications device; expiration of a predefined time period; or arrival or departure of a 
1 i hing at or from a location, respectively. 



: 4, (Original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of refraining from 
seiding notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 



S 5. (Original) The method of claim 2 1 1 wherein the step of initiating the notification 
coAmur ication is performed when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 
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26. (Original) The method of claim 21 , wherein the steps are performed with a single 
cdftnpulfer system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
s>|pem paving a distributed architecture. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein the response 
cdtnmdhication is generated by a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal 



ccftnmu aications device. 

28, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 1 > wherein the response 
ccflnmufccatioa is generated by physically detecting the presence of the party assoc iated with the 



p^pona I communications device. 
19, (Cancelled). 

M). (Cancelled). 

.11. (Cancelled). 

!2. (New) A method for communications in connection with a computer-based 
ncjjjifica ion system, comprising the steps of: 

: nitiating a first notification communication to a personal communications device 
as|ociat sd with a party; 

j eceiving a response communication from the party's personal communications device; 

J framing from sending notification communications to the party's personal 
cations device after receiving the response communication; 
i litiating a second notification communication to the party's personal communications 
dei j ce> ( > ne or more other personal communications devices, or both, after detection of a receipt 
of I secc nd communication from the party's personal communications device. 
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33. (New) The method of claim 32, further comprising the step of refraining from 
sfl&dinfe notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
d|vice 

34. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the step of initiating the first notification 
is performed when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 



ci mmi mcation 
lc :atio l, 



3 5 (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the steps are performed with a single 
computer system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
s^|tem having a distributed architecture. 

3.6. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the response communication is 
gdherat >A by a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications 
d* /ice, 



ge lerat ;d 



co nmu ncations device. 



no ifica 



de^ ice. 



sea ininj 



i7. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the response communication is 
by physically detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal 



18. (New) A method for communications in connection with a computer-based 
ion system, comprising the steps of: 

i nitiating a first notification communication to a personal communications device 
aslbciatfcd with a party; 

l Reiving a response communication from the party's personal communications device; 
i sfraining from sending notification communications to the party's personal 
coi^mui ications device after receiving the response communication; and 

i litiating a second notification communication to the party's personal communications 
< ne or more other personal communications devices, or both, after detection of the 
ig of a machine readable code on an object. 



PAGE 12/28 * RCVD AT 4/27/2006 11:05:21 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/17 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID7709510933* DURATION (mm-ss):08-10 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



04/27/2006 11:11 7709510933 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 



Serial No-: 10/706,591 
Aft Unit: 2612 

59. (New) The method of claim 38, further comprising the step of refraining from 
seftdinrfnotification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
devices 

#0. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein the step of initiating the first notification 
ec#xmujiication is performed when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 



loi atio; 



con mi 



dev 



1. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein the steps are performed with a single 
cojlfaputi x system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
syf em 1 aving a distributed architecture. 

< 2, (New) The method of claim 38, wherein the response communication is 
ge|erate|d by a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications 
defice. 

1 3. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein the response communication is 
generate i by physically detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal 
coiflimur ications device, 

4 1 (New) A method for communications in connection with a computer-based 
not|ficat on system, comprising the steps of: 

n onitoring travel data associated with a mobile thing; 

h itiating a first notification communication to a personal communications device 
ass|ciatdi with a party based upon the relationship of the mobile thing to a location; 

receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications device; 
graining from sending notification communications to the party's personal 
iuh cations device after receiving the response communication; and 

ir itiating a second notification communication to the party's personal communications 
:e, o le or more other personal communications devices, or both, based upon the upon the 
rela|onsl|ip of the mobile thing or another mobile thing to the location or another location. 

10 
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5. (New) The method of claim 44, further comprising the step of refraining from 
sejidin^ notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
dt rices 



cc nmi 



thfl location. 

17, (New) The method of claim 44, wherein the steps are performed with a single 
cojjnputfer system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
syfltem laving a distributed architecture, 

i (New) The method of claim 44, wherein the response communication is 
ge ierat^d by a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications 
device. 



16. (New) The method of claim 44, wherein the step of initiating the first notification 
ication is performed when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to 



< 9. (New) The method of claim 44, wherein the response communication is 
ge] eratc d by physically detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal 
coptnui ications device. 

i 0. (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
r leans for initiating a notification communication to a personal communications device 
assjjciat* d with a party; 

n leans for receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications 
debtee, i idicating that the party has received the notification communication and is now 
oc<fipiec with a task associated with the notification communication; and 

leans for refraining from sending any further notification communications to the party's 
perjonalfcommunications device, until detection of one or more events that indicate that the party 
is n > Ionler occupied With the task and can perform another task associated with another 
not ficatibn communication. 



11 
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!1 . (New) The system of claim 50, wherein the one or more events comprises at least 
re|eipt |f a second communication from the party* s personal communications device. 

: 12. (New) The system of claim 50, wherein the one or more events comprises at least 
exftirati j>n of a predefined time period* 

(New) The system of claim 50, wherein the one or more events comprises at least 
anfval cfr departure of a mobile thing at or from a location, respectively. 

i 4. (New) The system of claim 50, further comprising means for refraining from 
seeing lotification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
defices. 

f 5. (New) The system of claim 50, wherein the initiating means initiates the 
nol ficat on communication when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 
location 

5 5, (New) The system of claim 50, wherein the initiating means, the receiving means, 
the^efra ning means are implemented with a single computer system, a plurality of computers 
c ommunicatively coupled, or a computer system having a distributed architecture. 



are 
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57, (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
neans for storing contact data in memory pertaining to one or more party personal 
co|j|nmu ncations devices; 

neans for initiating a first notification communication to a personal communications 
device i ssociated with a party based upon the contact data; 

neans for receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications 



neans for changing the contact data based upon the response communication; 

neans for refraining from sending notification communications to the party's personal 



nmu lications device based upon the change in contact data; and 

neans for initiating a second notification communication to the party's personal 
cojjnmu; xications device, one or more other personal communications devices, or both, after 
de|ectio i of occurrence of one or more events. 

!8. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the one or more events comprises at least 
receipt < >f a second communication from the party's personal communications device. 

!9, (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the one or more events comprises at least 
exftijrati >n of a predefined time period 

( iO. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the one or more events comprises arrival, 
pr^senci \ y or departure of a mobile thing with respect to a location. 

il, (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the one or more events comprises 
sc^u iin« a machine readable code on an object. 



( 2. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the one or more events comprises 
of a manually or automatically actuated switch that is associated with a mobile thing. 



I . 13 
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63 , (New) The system of claim 57, further comprising a means for refraining from 
simdinfe notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
dftvicej, 

64. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the initiating means initiates the first 
n|tific|tion communication when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 



lo 



:atio i 



65. (New) The system of claim 57 3 wherein the storing means, the first initiating 
njfcansjthe receiving means, the refraining means and the second initiating means are 
ir tplen ented with a single computer system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively 
couple 1, or a computer system having a distributed architecture. 

166. (New). The system of claim 57, further comprising: 
jmeans for monitoring travel data associated with a mobile thing; 
wherein the first initiating means initiates the first notification communication based 
u|jon tt e relationship of a mobile thing to a location; and 

wherein the second initiating means initiates the second notification communication 
bifeed i pon the relationship of the mobile thing or another mobile thing to the location or another 



atioi 
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57. (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
neans for receiving a notification communication with the personal communications 
dd^ice c ssociated with the party from the notification system; 

neans for communicating a response communication from the party's personal 
imupications device, indicating that the party has received the notification communication 
v occupied with a task associated with the notification communication; and 
neans for causing the notification system to refrain from sending any further notification 
iu lications to the party's personal communications device, until detection of one or more 
, ndicating that the party is no longer occupied with the task and can perform another task 
ociai sid with another notification communication. 




>8. (New) The system of claim 67, wherein the response communication is generated 
a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications device. 



de 



i leans for changing the contact data based upon the response; and 
i leans for modifying a manner in which future notification communications are 
imftlem* nted, based upon the change in the contact data. 



ice; 



' >9. (New) The system of claim 67, wherein the response communication is generated 
by bhys cally detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal communications 
device, 

' '0. (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
i aeans for storing contact data in memory pertaining to one or more party personal 
cofjimiu ications devices; 

l aeans for initiating a notification communication to a personal communications device 
as&ciat id with a party based upon the contact data; 

i leans for receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications 



15 
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71 . (New) The system of claim 70, wherein the modifying means comprises a means 
f|r refi aining from sending notification communications to the party's personal communications 

vice jafter receiving the response communication, until detection of one or more events. 

72. (New) The system of claim 71, wherein the one or more events comprises at least 
nore of the following: receipt of a second communication from the party's personal 

c|mmi nications device; expiration of a predefined time period; or arrival or departure of a 
n Dbile thing at or from a location, respectively. 



o ie or 



se idinj 
d\ vices . 



74. (New) The system of claim 70, wherein the initiating means initiates the 
n<jj|tificf tion communication when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 
lq ^atioi Li 



th i 
Pi 



by 



de- 



73. (New) The system of claim 71, further comprising a means for refraining from 
notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 



iralit r 
di tribu 



ice. 



75. (New) The system of claim 70, wherein the storing means, the initiating means > 
receiving means, and the modifying means are implemented with a single computer system, a 
of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer system having a 
;ed architecture. 



'6. (New) The system of claim 70, wherein the response communication is generated 
a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications device. 



' 7. (New) The system of claim 70, wherein the response communicatiou is generated 
by bhys cally detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal communications 
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'8. (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
] deans for initiating a first notification communication to a personal commuaications 
device i ssociated with a party; 

3 aeans for receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications 



de 



de- 



ice; 



by 



i leans for refraining from sending notification communications to the party $ personal 
co|Jamuj ications device after receiving the response communication; 

t neans for initiating a second notification communication to the party's personal 
cojjhmui ications device, one or more other personal communications devices, or both, after 
de sctiojx of a receipt of a second communication from the party's personal communications 
defice, 

' 9, (New) The system of claim 78, further comprising a means for refraining from 
sei ding notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 



ices. 



noi ficat on 
loc ition 



i Cl (New) The system of claim 78, wherein the first initiating means initiates the first 
communication when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 



(New) The system of claim 78, wherein the first initiating means, the receiving 
mefens, the refraining means, and the second initiating means axe implemented with a single 
co|iput* system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
sysfem h aving a distributed architecture. 



8 1 (New) The system of claim 78, wherein the response communication is generated 
physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications device. 
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83. (New) The system of claim 78, wherein the response communication is generated 
lically detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal communications 



84, (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
means for initiating a first notification communication to a personal communications 
associated with a party; 

means for receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications 



means for refraining from sending notification communications to the party's personal 
cc frnrm; tiications device after receiving the response communication; and 

means for initiating a second notification communication to the party's personal 
mimj tiications device, one or more other personal communications devices, or both, after 
dflectfc n of the scanming of a machine readable code on an object. 

J5. (New) The system of claim 84, further comprising a means for refraining from 
se idin£ notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 
de /ices 



no ifica ion 



lo< ador , 



m< ins. 



17. (New) The system of claim 84, wherein the first initiating means, the receiving 
s 3 he refraining means, and the second initiating means are implemented with a single 
cojhput( r system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively coupled, or a computer 
syfem 1 aving a distributed architecture. 



by 



56, (New) The system of claim 84, wherein the first initiating means initiates the first 
communication when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to a 



i 8. (New) The system of claim 84, wherein the response communication is generated 
phy sical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications device. 
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19. (New) The system of claim 85, wherein the response communication is generated 
by phys cally detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal communications 



de 



ace. 
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)0. (New) A computer-based notification system, comprising: 
neans for monitoring travel data associated with a mobile thing; 
neans for initiating a first notification communication to a personal communications 
device i ssociated with a party based upon the relationship of the mobile thing to a location; 

neans for receiving a response communication from the party's personal communications 

d^ice; 

neans for refraining from sending notification communications to the party's personal 
cc|nmu ideations device after receiving the response communication; and 

neans for initiating a second notification communication to the party's personal 
cc|nmu lications device, one or more other personal communications devices, or both, based 
uj )n th ? upon the relationship of the mobile thing or another mobile thing to the location or 
ar >ther location. 



sd idinj 
d€ vices 



)1 . (New) The system of claim 90, further comprising means for re fraining from 
notification communications to one or more additional personal communications 



nc 
lo atior 



m ans, 



)2. (New) The system of claim 90, wherein the first initiating means initiates the first 
ificafaon communication when a mobile thing is a predetermined proximity with respect to the 



>3. (New) The system of claim 90, wherein the monitoring means, the first initiating 
be receiving means, the refraining means, and the second initiating means are 
inJblempnted with a single computer system, a plurality of computers that are communicatively 
co||(iple4 or a computer system having a distributed architecture. 
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94, (New) The system of claim 90, wherein the response communication is generated 
b| a physical action taken by the party associated with the personal communications device. 

95. (New) The system of claim 90, wherein the response communication is generated 
phyfcically detecting the presence of the party associated with the personal communications 

d|vice 
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